Li MM 


~MUBRAV ON: 


“THE GOSPEL MUST FIRST BE PUBLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS.’’—Mark xiii. 10. 


VOL. XXX. NEW YORK, JULY 16, 1885. NO: 7. 


the property of the educated, and the gulf 
between the written and the spoken language 
grew rather than lessened. Of late years, how- 
ever, a marked change has taken place. The 
great increase in the number of schools through- 
out the empire, and, perhaps even more, the 
phenomenal growth of periodic literature, have 
tended to bring the two nearer together. There 
has arisen also a school of Turks, as devout 
advocates of the parent Tatar as the corres- 
ponding Anglo-Saxon disciples in England and 
America. The force of this move is perhaps 
somewhat spent, and the present trend of Turk- 
ish literary style is in a more practical direction. 

All this has of course had its influence upon 
Bible translation, especially when we remember 
that these marked changes have occurred chiefly 
since the entrance upon the field of the first 
Turkish version. But another element has come 
in. Whcethe country was overrun by the Turks, 
a large number of the resident people, both Ar- 
menians and Greeks, lost the use of their own 
language and adopted that of their conquerors. 
They, however, retained their national characters 
‘in their writing and books, and adapted them to 
their new colloquial.” Thus it came about that 
the one Osmanli-Turkish language was written 
in three different characters, and was accordingly 
termed Arabo-Turkish; Armeno-Turkish, and 
Greco-Turkish, according as it was written in 
'the Arabic, Armenian, or Greek characters. It 
was natural, too, that certain forms of expres- 


A PROBLEM OF LANGUAGE, 
BY REV. EDWIN M. BLISS. 

The completion of a new revision of the Turk- 
ish Bible, by a committee to whom the work was 
intrusted, gives fit occasion for restating briefly 
the problem which successive labourers in this 
department have had to solve. 

The Turkish language, originally a Tatar dia- 
lect, close of kin to many others in use in Central 
Asia and Persia, is in itself terse, energetic, and 
Somewhat rough and inelegant in expression, 

. being in many respects not unlike our own Anglo- 
Saxon. It had no literature, not even a writ- 
ten character. As the Turks spread westward 
through Persia, and, establishing themselves in 
Asia Minor and subsequently on the very bor- 
ders of Europe, became a strong dominant 
nation, their natural characteristics changed in 
many ways. With these their language also 
changed. It felt the influence of contact with 

_ both Persian and Arabic, but especially the latter, 
on account of the religious pre-eminence given 
by all good Moslems to the “divine” language 
of the Koran. As long as the original spirit of 
conquest remained, this influence was not so 

much felt. With peace, however, and a more 
settled government, came the needs of diplomacy 
and the pressure of civilization. Development 
was not sufficient to meet the demands upon the 

Tatar dialect, which began rapidly to absorb 
from the associate languages. While the strongest 

_ €lement in the new growth was the Arabic, the 

flowing elegance of the Persian had a great 
| attraction for the new race of students. Hence, 
out of the three, there arose what has been | 
sed the Osmanli-Turkish, one of the richest | 
ies of the meta -scomibitens the almost 
pression of the Arabic, 
ually wonderful grace of the Persian, 
with t gged strength of the original Tatar. 
‘ora! eesti language was igure cums 
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characters. This was especially noticeable in 
roper names. Thus Abraham was in Arabo- 
‘urkish, Ibrahim ; in Armeno-Turkish, Apraham; 
in Greco-Turkish, Avraam. An impression thus 
not unnaturally arose that these were different | 
languages, and that what would be acceptable to. 
Turk would be unintelligible to an Armenian. _ 
The first translation of the Scriptures into: - 
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ision should also follow the Use of the different | 


nee hen eee yee ee ee ee 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


98 


[July 


Turkish was made about 1720, by an attaché of 


the Dutch Embassy at Constantinople. This was 
subsequently revised in 1820, and then later two 
more revisions of the New Testament appeared. 
These all, so to speak, registered the condition 
of the language while undergoing the earlier 
changes referred to above. So far as style went 
they were praiseworthy efforts to write good 
Turkish, which should yet be within easy com- 
prehension of the people. Then came the prep- 
aration of a version written in the Armenian 
character, which met with such favour that it was 
proposed to transfer that into the Arabic char- 
acter, making only such changes as were deemed 
absolutely necessary. It became evident, how- 
ever, that such a transfer was impossible, and 
that there was needed not merely a revision, but 
practically a retranslation. After much discus- 
sion as to the possibility of making a version 
acceptable to Moslems, and at the same time 
intelligible to Christians, the work was gotten 
fairly under way, and in 1878 a version was put 
before the people practically identical in the 
Arabic and Armenian characters.. The time of 
publication coincided with what may be called 
the revival of the Tatar-Turkish. There was on 
every hand a very evident tendency towards 
simplification of style, by substitution of Tatar 
for Arabic words, and the simpler Tatar con- 
struction instead of the more involved Arabic 
and Persian forms. It became evident also, that 
notwithstanding earnest efforts on the part of 
the committee, there were in the version of 1878 
many forms of expression unintelligible to a great 
number of uneducated readers, whether Moslem 
or Christian. When, therefore, it became neces- 
sary to reprint the Osmanli-Turkish edition, and 
to provide a reference as ‘well as.a non-reference 
Bible, it was judged best to recast somewhat the 
style of both the Arabo-Turkish and Armeno- 
Turkish versions. That work has »sw been 
completed, and the new editions will‘Gefore long 
be ready for the people. Not only has the best 
talent available been utilized for the regular 
prosecution of the work, but recourse in specific 
points has been had to some who rank among 
the highest authorities in Turkish style. 

The time seems very opportune. More than 
ever before is there arising and deepening an 
interest in books and redding among the Turks. 
‘The Possession of an attractive, intelligible, in- 
teresting book, is in itself an object. of their desire. 
Add to this a constantly increasing interest in 
the Bible as a holy book, and we find very 
‘much to encourage us to look for results of in- 
calculable benefit from this latest work of our 
committee. 

———_+ + ___. 
_ L earnestly hope that God’s day may be oad 
lowed, and his word may be studied through 
this whole land, till their obligations are felt and 
acknowledged by all its people-—ZLewis Cass. 


Gy : 
Foreign Hepartment. 


Bouivia.—In anticipation of his visit to this 
country, Mr. Milne wrote: “The papers that come 
to us from Bolivia show that the whole country 
is ripe for the gospel, and that notwithstanding 
all the opposition on the part of the clergy, 
there are everywhere men ready and willing to 
accept the gospel and defend it. The roads are 
represented as being in a very bad state, but if 
once the rivers subside there will be no danger 
attending the journey. Dr. Wood will accom- 
pany me as far as the Pacific coast. Ocariz 
will remain in Bolivia with a companion whom 
I will take with me, and Sr. Penzotti will goon 
with me up the coast, or through the interior of 
Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia, as we may find 
it practicable. At present the outlook is not 
very encouraging. So far asI can learn there 
is no republic between Chili and Mexico, with 
the exception of Venezuela, where there is not 
a revolution in progress just now. To find all 
in a state of tranquillity could hardly be looked 
for, but possibly the trouble in some of them 
may be over before we can reach them.” 

TuRKEY.—The Rev. E. M. Bliss has made a 
long tour on horseback from Adana, near Tarsus 
on the Mediterranean, through Marash, Aintab, 
Malatieh, Harpoot, Diarbekir, Mardin, and 
Bitlis, to Erzroom, meeting a most cordial re- 
ception from the missionaries everywhere, with 
assurance of hearty co-operation, and embra- 
cing the opportunity to tell the people about the 
distinctive work of the Bible Society, and to 
enlist their interest in it. 

BULGARIA.—In that part of Bulgaria occupied 
by the Methodist Episcopal missionaries, there 
were sold in 1884 2,142 copies of the Scriptures. 
Of these one-tenth, or 214, were Bibles, 1,612 were 
Testaments, and 316 Parts. This number is an 
advance on the sales by the same agency in 
1883 of eighty-three volumes. For the last six 
years the increase year by year has been steady 
and most encouraging—a pleasing indication 
that the word of God is being more highly 
prized by the people of that principality. One 
of the workers in this Mission says: “The 
gospel is sure to win, although the conflict may- 
be long and oftentimes discouraging.» There 
is certainly a great change going on in the minds 
of the people, and the Bible work has more and 
more the approval of the patriotic, thinking men 
of the country. Not long:since it was estimated 
that there were not more than 150,000 readers 
in the principality. However this may be, the 


cause of education is making great strides and | 


the number of readers is rapidly on the increase. | 
Withthe enlightenment and progressofthe people _ 
our Bible work has ‘relations, and there is" 
much to aussie ee cecrussiginiaie” biepces38 
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piasters with which to buy a large-print Armenian 
Testament, printed in New York. With this 
she went to the Protestant preacher to get the 
long coveted book. But it so happened that 
the only copy of the book in his charge was 
bound. up with the Psalms, and the price was 
twelve piasters. So great was her disappoint- 
ment, and so strong her desire to have the 
word of God, that the preacher felt that it 
would be wrong not to let her have it in ex- 
change for the money she had brought. As 
she took it in her hands she kissed it in the 
fullness of her joy, and lifting up her hands ex- 
claimed with evident sincerity, “I bless thee, O 
Lord, that thou ‘hast counted me worthy to read 
thy book; what an honour is this!”? The 
preacher adds: “This poor woman cried for 
joy, and my wife and I were spell-bound as she 
opened her heart to us and explained her spirit- 
ual longings.” It was afterwards learned that 
her home was in that quarter of the town where 
there is a society for the reading of the 
Scriptures. 

It is also reported from Bithynia that some 
months since a Turk bought a New Testament 
of a Protestant preacher, and that he has been 
reading this Testament to nearly a score of 
Moslems, who have become thoroughly inter- 
ested in it, and so impressed with the truth as 
to be almost ready to discard Mohammedanism. 
Their leader is a man in authority, and has 
rebuked some of the practices of the Christian 
residents as unbecoming in those who bear the 
Christian name. We rejoice in these tokens of 
good. Very truly yours, 

ite © Isaac G. BLIss. 
——_ 
NOTES IN EGYPT, 

Two missionaries travelling by the railway from 
Asyoot to Cairo were reading together out of 
the Arabfe Bible. One of these brethren was 
new in the field and had but an imperfect ac- 
quaintance with the Arabic. He requested the 
other to read.aloud that he might be profited by 
his clear enunciation. of the difficult sounds of 
the language. This was done, and so clear and 
distinct was his reading that several Moslems 
sitting near turned and listened. One of them 
was a young man who soon showed his disgust, 
saying to his companiotis, with some excitement, 
“Such books are not for us. They are infidel.” 


IN EVERY CITY, BONDS AND AFFLICTIONS, 

A colporteur of the American Bible Society 
in Campeche encountered terrible persecution 
there. A Roman Catholic priest preached 
against the “red-edged” books which were 
offered for sale, and dissuaded his hearers from 
buying. The colporteur continued to sell, and 
every day a son of the cvra heaped insults. on 
him. On the following Sunday the curva fulmi- 
nated excommunication against all who pur- 
chased, or having bought, did not burn the 
Scriptures or give them up to be burned. This 
put a stop to sales, but crowds gathered around 
the colporteur, and on one occasion they stoned 
him. He made complaint of this to the police, 
and the result was that the curva who appeared 
for his son was fined, while the colporteur was 
only cautioned to be on his guard against in- 
trigues. Some days later, however, he was 
arrested and thrown into prison without a word 
of explanation. There he found himself in 
company with a hundred and twenty prisoners, 
who were curious to know the cause of his 
arrest, and to whom he had an opportunity to 
preach the gospel. He says: ‘‘I had a tract for 
every prisoner, and I continued to read to them 
from the New Testament. I told them that on 
coming to Campeche I had asked permission to 
preach in the prison, and that the same power 
which had refused me had now brought me to 
them. They were attentive and I prayed with 
them. After three days I was taken before a 
judge, who informed me that I had been arrested 
for insulting a magistrate who would now let 
me go. I thanked him, and going into the 
street was congratulated by many good people 
for having escaped so soon. Yet now I find 
it difficult to get my food cooked or my clothes 
washed, even at double price. Even my friends 
tell me that I had better withdraw to some other 
place.” : 

Having sold in Campeche thirty-two Bibles, 
seventy-three Testaments, and 220 Gospels, he 
went to Merida. The papers there denounced 
him as a “ Yankee Protestant,’’ and handbills 
on the walls reminded the people of Yucatan 
how Texas, New Mexico, and California had 
been snatched from the bosom of their mother- 
land by the fierce wolf of the North, and de- 
nounced as traitors all who should give aid to 
a new invasion. The governor, however, prom- | 
| ised him protection against the fanaticism of] An oldman, who had heard all, was evidently 
| the priests, and at the last accounts his werk | not of the same mind and seemed much im- 
_ had not been seriously interrupted. — | pressed by the sentiments of the book. At last 
eee he turned to the missionary and said: ‘‘Alas for . 

LETTER FROM DR. BLISS. _ |the enmities between man and man. Every- 
ae CoNSTANTINOPLE, May 8, 1885. | where there is hatred.” Oh, that there was some- 
- In one of the towns of Western Bithynia lives | thing to put a stop to this.’’ The missionary 
| a poor widow woman, who until quite recently | held up the book from which he had been read- 
4. had no copy of God’s word in her possession. ing and replied: “To do that very thing is the 

’ By going to another village to work she had | object of this book, and whosoever receives the 
a little money, and had saved ten 


truths this book teaches and obeys them, will Ge % : 
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have this spirit of kindness and love for all his 
fellows.’ The conversation was long continued, 
and the old man heard many things which were 
new and strange to his ears and filled his heart 
with gladness. When the train reached Cairo 
the old man took from his bag a handful of dates 
and gave them to the missionary in token of his 
gratitude for the kind, cheering words he had 
spoken. Who can tell what fruit these few seeds 
may in the providence of God bring forth? 

The Mudir of Upper Egypt recently announced 
that great changes were going on in the district 
under his authority. This was especially true in 
regard to the holding of property. A great deal 
of landed’estate was passing from one to another. 
His attention having been called to this, he 
noticed that the names of the sellers were almost 
invariably those of Moslems, as Mohammed, Ali, 
or Ibrahim ; while the names of the purchasers 
were Christian, as John, James, George, etc. It 
is stated that there are few Moslems in the region 
of Asyoot whose lands embrace now more than 
a few acres, while there are many Christians who 
have extended property in well cultivated fields. 
There is a significance in this fact which all in- 
terested in the goodly land of Egypt should take 
cognizance of. 

The brother in charge of the bookshop at 
Damanhoor, near Alexandria, told me among 
other things, how two well-to-do Moslems came 
to his store and after examining the books bought 
each a large Arabic Bible. The next day they 
called again and purchased two other books, 
Let us hope that the followers of Islam will in 
large numbers seek the word and find the truth 
as it is in Jesus. I. G. Buiss. 


CHINA. 
A JOURNEY TO CHIEH HSIEN, BY REY. M. L. STIMSON. 
TAIKU, SHANSI, January, 1885. 
There can be nothing more surprising than the 
cordiality and the apathy of neighbouring vil- 
lages of similar size and wealth. In one of the 
mountain villages we had an excellent sale, and 
enjoyed preaching to some thirty-or forty men. 
Among them was a dwarf; his height was about 
three feet, and his age over forty. He had the 
most comically distorted face I have ever seen. 
He was one of the first to buy, and surprised me 
with his intelligence and ready wit, speaking fair 
Kuan-hwa. We seemed to be a pet of the vil- 
lage, and the crowd listened attentively to our 
conversation, while he afterwards read to a circle 
of them from his purchases. 


At the next village, scanning appearances as I 


passed through the gate, I assured myself of an 
‘interesting time. However, scarcely anyone 
‘showed the least interest in our presence or our 
errand, In an hour’s time we sold only one or 
two leaflets. _As a last resort, I left a couple of 
books in a shop, assuring the keepers that they 
would be interested in them. I was about going, 
| when I had to step aside to let pass a wedding 


| over very hilly roads. With a well-filled | 


procession. Following this were two or three 
young gentlemen in their great clothes, and wear- 
ing the button of the second literary degree. The 
youngest stopped to look at us and our books, 
and purchased a Gospel. He rejoined the others, 
one of whom took the book and then reproved 
him. He at once returned the book to me, not 
waiting for his cash, which I sent afterhim. This 
visit was certainly disheartening. 

In another town, only a few Z away, nestled in 
the corner of the mountains, there was also a 
marriage at the time of my visit. But there we 
had two or three crowds in different parts of the 
village, and sold altogether a large number of 
Gospels, two Testaments, with many tracts. One 
buyer was an old merchant, now very deaf. He 
may have heard the name of Jesus in Tientsin, or 
elsewhere, in his younger days. Heseemed glad 
to see us, and examined the titles to our books 
carefully, insisting on seeing one of each sort. 
He bought most of them. He appeared over- 
joyed when at the last I showed him the “ Evi- 
dences.”’ I could not restrain from laughing with 
the crowd, as, bowed over and rheumatic, he 
hurried away to replenish his cash a second time. 

When I first visited Tuan T’un, an old man 
followed me upon the street, exclaiming when- 
ever anyone took a book, “ Mo jeu yao, mo jeu 
yao” (No man wants them). However, we sold 
quite a number before darkness compelled us to 
leave. But the second time I went there the 
same man quickly appeared, and by a whispered 
word prevented anyone from buying. I found 
that he was a man in authority, being the village 
policeman, 

But hardly a mile distant from Tuan T’un is 
Tung Tuan, which must be remembered in pleas- 
ing contrast. I happened there towards night- 
fall, too. A merchant invited me into his store, 
and we had a pleasant chat there. Finally, so 
many people having crowded in as to entirely 
obstruct business at the counter, I €xcused my- 
self to my host, and stepping into the street we 
made a good sale. The merchant had purchased 
two or three books, and several borrowed cash 
in the shop to pay for the books they wanted. 
After a week had passed, my route took me there 
again. It was about noon, and I determined to 
feed the horses there. It was a feast-day. The 
temples were all open, with banners flying. A 
large number of boys, who were watching the 
progress of some decorative painting in front of 
a temple, quickly saw me as I entered the village, © 
and set up the shout, ‘‘ The foreigner has come !” 
We found no inn, but were quickly taken in 
charge and led‘ to a private residence, where 
we were most pleasantly entertained. For this _ 
no money would, be accepted, but I made them 
a present of Gospels andtracts. © = 
_ Hsing Ti was represented to me as a large 
town. It is twenty miles from Chuh Hsin cit 5 
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we wearily pursued the road, the town seeming 
to. play on us the rainbow’s trick; but we got 
there about noon. The town had dwindled into 
a straggling village of rude huts and ruined tem- 
ples, The village is under the almost perpendic- 
ular side of the mountain, called J&@en. Perched 
high up the mountain, on a corner of rock, and 
reached by a difficult path, is a celebrated Bud- 
dhist temple and monastery. These rude mount- 
ain villagers treated us most civilly. The horses 
were fed in good style, but remuneration refused. 
I was taken to a shop, and a number of men 
gathered there, including a priest, all of whom 
listened attentively to what we said of idol wor- 
ship and the true God. They said they did not 
care for the idol up the mountain ; that they were 
too near, and too well knew the priests and their 
doings, to be duped. But people came frequently 
from remote places to worship at the shrine, and 
they got most of their living out of them—enter- 
taining them and carrying them in sedans up the 
mountain path. They bought a few Gospels and 
tracts, and, when we had to take our departure, 
civilly attended us part way out of the village. 
During my stay there was a theatre outside the 
city south gate. Fora day and a half we sold 
books in the gate-way with good success, and 
for several days after had calls at our house for 
books. I think there were some sixty Gospels, 
besides many other books, sold to the shops 
there. 

Many of Mrs. Stimson’s three hundred callers 
bought Gospels. Few read themselves, but 
many said they had a son or other relative to 
whom they wished to give them. I suppose I 


visited the villages in about two-thirds of the 


Asien. 
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WHAT ONE BIBLE DID, 


[TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN FOR THE BIBLE 
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Not far from Salamanca in Spain lies the little 
town of Villa Escusa, antiquated and humble in 
appearance, with narrow streets, and one-story 
houses built of brick and straw. Nowhere is 
there any trace of a shop or anything of that 
kind; for from time immemorial it has been the 

_custom for every one of the 300 families to pos- 
sess its own house, fields, and vineyard, to bake 
its own bread, and raise its own pork and poultry. 


Even the church, the only large building, presents _ 


a very shabby appearance. The priest, the al- 
calde, the doctor, and the schoolmaster, comprise 
| the chief dignitaries of the place., 

It happened one day that a young carpenter of 
Villa Escusa, named Melkiades, while journeying 
found an opportunity to buy a cheap Bible. 
When he came home he said nothing about it, 
but began quietly to read his book and was not 
| alittle astonished to find therein much that was 
alread: } 
which he had only half listened to in the church, 
and much that sounded very new and strange. 
This Bible became gradually such a treasure 
that he could not keep it all to himself; he read 
loud from it to his sister to her great joy, so 
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known to him, together with stories’ : 
‘petitioned the pope not only to excommunicate 
‘the two guilty ones, but to threaten with the 


away, but the really earnest souls came only | Brean 
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that they determined to read it together every 
day. Every sermon in the church was faithfully 
listened to by the young man, who carefully 
noted all the Scripture passages quoted by the 
priest, and searched for them at home in his 
precious book. He was constantly struck by 
certain teachings which were propounded from 
the pulpit, and sought with all earnestness to get 
light upon them, but often found his Bible in 
direct opposition to the words of the priest. 
So he continued to ground himself in his new 
and holy belief, and the more he learned God’s 
word, full of love and grace, the more deep joy 
ruled his heart. 

Melkiades and his sister were so rich and 
happy with their Bible that they told of it to their 
neighbours and friends. Of course the priest 
soon heard of it, and he summoned the young 
carpenter to come to him “with his book.” “This 
book is no real Bible,’’ said he, “for it is pub- 
lished by heretics, I will keep it, for if you 
continue to study it, you also will become a 
heretic. The holy mother forbids you to read 
it!” Melkiades answered unmovéd that he had 
bought the book with his own money, and would 
keep it himself; he added also, “The book gives 
me extraordinary pleasure ; it has made a better 
Christian of me. Why should it be harmful? 
All the sayings which you have quoted in your 
sermons, I have found in it. What a heretic is, 
I know not; but I know that only since I have 
read this book do I believe in Jesus Christ and 
love him, and therefore I shall certainly not give 
up reading it.” 

Soon after, two messengers were sent to Villa 
Escusa by the bishop of Zamora, to give a series 
of sermons and discourses. Melkiades listened 
to them also attentively, and afterward compared 
their expressions with those of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. To his astonishment he was one day 
called to appear before the emissaries of the 
bishop. Taking his Bible he went at once, and 
then followed a long and earnest discussion. 
Finally, however, these spiritual advisers said: 
“You may keep your book, for you are well 
grounded in the articles of faith, and so will re- 
ceive no harm through reading it. But we for- 
bid you to read it to any other person.’ His 
sister, in great anxiety, ran to meet him on his 
return and asked what had happened. He an- 
swered: “They threatened me with excommuni- 
cation and-hell-fire if I became a heretic. I suc- 
ceeded, however, in showing them out of the 
Bible, that what I believe is the truth. Then 
they allowed me to keep my Bible, but forbade 
me strenuously to read it or speak of it to any- 
one. But how could I leave my friends in the , 
darkness from which I was saved by this book? ag 5 } 
Ah! the priests wish the people to remain in the 4 
old blindness.”’ Acne 

All the more earnestly now did the two search “4 
the Scriptures together, and they could not re- Sy: 
frain from speaking of it to others. Curiosity | 
was aroused, the people thronged to hear what aes 
new thing Melkiades had learned, and he read | ers 
to them out of his Bible. The priest, beside ~ = 
himself with anger at the youth’s disobedience, 
and anxious lest the religious excitement should | oe 
increase, announced from the pulpit that he had At ae 


same penalty anyone who should read or listen — r 
to the Bible. Naturally the curious ones stayed widen 
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more regularly, and soon formed themselves into 
a little community which began to keep the Sab- 
bath and to lead a Christian life, and assembled 
at certain hours for mutual edification. Their 
quiet behaviour and the gentleness with which 
they bore the .derision and injustice of their 
enemies increased their influence in the little 
town more and more; swelled the attendance 
at the service at tlie “ Bible house” (as Melkiades’ 
dwelling was called), and added many names to 
the list of “brethren.” For some time they con- 
tinued thus without any preacher, but finally an 
evangelist from Salamanca came to explain to 
them God’s word occasionally. 

Two years later this little community with a 
little assistance had built its own chapel. The 
bare earth forms the floor; there is no glass in 
the open windows; the pulpit was built by the 
brethren themselves out of brick covered with 
paper. There the worship of God is carried on 
regularly. When the preacher cannot come, Mel- 
kiades reads and speaks, and from time to time 
the Lord’s Supperis observed. Shortly before the 
beginning of the service a troop of children place 
themselves in front of the chapel and sing a 
hymn—that is the bell! Then hasten the breth- 
ren together, and the women, with their babies 
on their arms and chairs on their heads, for there 
are only sixty seats in the building and ‘often two 
hundred hearers. 

The spirit of love and order rules in this little 
community. The Bible is read everywhere, and 
Christian songs may be heard on the street, 
in the fields, “and in the houses. The work 
is still blessed, and soon perhaps Villa Escusa 
will be the first wholly evangelical town in 
Spain. 

ee 
THE DIFFICULTY OF TRANSLATING THE BIBLE, 


(EDITORTAL.) 


It is sometimes said, as an argument for the 
divine origin of the Scriptures, that the Bible is 
the only book which is readily translated into 
all tongues. It is true that the entire Bible has 
been rendered into many languages, and _por- 
tions of it into many more, but the assertion 
referred to, however sincerely made, really over- 
looks the difficulties which beset every trans- 
lator who attempts to express in barbarous 
tongues the ideas and utterance of Christian 
apostles and Hebrew prophets. 

- But the amount of work which a hundred of 


British and American scholars have performed | 


during the past fourteen years in merely revising 
a translation of consummate excellence, and 
their recorded differences of judgment in hun- 
dreds of cases as to the best rendering of the 
original text into a language so flexible and 


copious as the English, furnish a striking ex- |. 


ample of the difficulty of making a perfect 


as translation. 
. The publication of the révised old Pestanredi 


has given occasion to certain of the revisers to 
| tell the public something of the work on which 
_ they have been | engaged, and it seems ee to 
gather up some of these utterances as : 


oi tions) of the much harder taste underatealiby 


. 


missionary translators who. have to mak 
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own grammars and dictionaries as they go along, 
and who are doing the work of an apostle no 
less in translating, than they are in preaching 
the gospel. 

Speaking of the book of Job, Prof. John 
De Witt says: ‘‘In passing over from the simple 
narrative style of the preceding books into the 
book of Job, the reviser becomes immediately 
conscious of being in a différent atmosphere, 
and finds more abstruse work before him. 
Poetry has to some extent its own expression 
and peculiar usages and constructions, requiring 
deeper insight into the genius of the language, 
and of the connection of word with word, and 
of clause with clause. The particles that indi- 
cate logical connection are sparingly used, and 
principal words are sometimes massed together 
with extreme terseness or with very bold ellipsis. 
Great difficulty arises from the frequent occur- 
rence of words occurring once only, or used so 
rarely that it is difficult to determine their mean- 
ing.” And again: “It does not.seem possible 
that translation, however accurate and _ skillful, 
should accomplish everything that might be 
desired.’ “There are problems of construction 


and meaning which as yet no exegetical pene- © 


tration has solved.” 

Prof. Chatles A. Aiken also says: “Some of 
the most perplexing ,problems with which the 
translator has to deal, are found in the writings 
of the minor prophets. The passages are not 
rare in which it is difficult enough to satisfy 
one’s self in regard to the true meaning. The 
translator, however, may not resort to exposition, 
or (ordinarily) to paraphrase, but must restrict 
himself to the endeavour to reproduce, concisely 
and idiomatically, what is actually before him in 
the original.” 

Prof. Howard Osgood says: 
translator is very simple—to transfer into the 
idiom of his own language, with all the exact- 
ness possible, the meaning of the original lan- 
guage. So far he is an interpreter ; but he must 
always be on his guard against going beyond, 
and seeking to impress his ,peculiar views upon 
a passage by his choice of words or idiom. 
This is the stumblingblock of all translations 
made by a single hand. The best preservation 
against this error is to have a number of trans- 
lators, honest and independent, take equal part 


in the work, and so counterbalance the peculiari- | — 


ties of each other.” 

And again, speaking of the aes English 
version : ‘‘ The work is done. That it is perfect, 
no one is so foolish as to’ suppose. The infirmity | 
that marks every work of men’s hands must 


“The duty of the 


appear Nae a in ‘this. # Each reviser could . 
the work w 


wt 
lam, 


Hy ouestic Hepartment, 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 


On the second Sabbath of the month I attended 
the second anniversary of the Central Bible So- 
ciety, at San Jose, where I preached in the Reed 
Street Methodist Episcopal Church at 11 A. M., 


_ and spoke at night briefly to a large audience in 


the theatre, where 900 people had assembled, 
including five churches with their pastors, and 
ten minutes’ addresses were delivered by Revs. 
Minton of the Presbyterian Church, Hill of the 
Congregational Church, Dunn of the First Meth- 


odist Episcopal Church, Prof. Allen of the State 


Letenc'd stand tae ec": 


: 


: 


7 


Normal School, and Lawyer Bane of San Jose. 
The meeting in its moral tone and influence was 
most interesting. 

On Sabbath, the 24th, was at Santa Clara, where 
I preached at rr A.M. in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and addressed a large congregation at 
8 p.m. Addresses were also delivered by the 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church and supply of 
the Baptist Church; the pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church presiding. The meeting was 
a good one, and collection good for this place. 


FLORIDA AND GEORGIA, 


Two Bible societies were organized in Florida 
a few days since, one at St. Augustine, which, 
though the oldest town in the United States, had 
-néver before aspired to having a Bible society, 
but was content with a Bible committee and 
depository. The meeting was one of much in- 
terest, and Rev. E. Root, the venerable rector 
of the Episcopal Church, an octogenarian, was 
elected president of the new organization, which 
takes the name of “The Bible Society of St. 
John’s County,” St. Augustine being the county 
seat. Immediate steps were taken to secure 
funds for a full depository of books. The other 
society was organized at the new and flourishing 
town of Leesburg, Sumter County, Fla., the so- 
ciety taking the name of the county. An effi- 
cient board of officers was elected, and about 
forty dollars secured for a depository of Bibles. 

_I attended two interesting anniversaries last 


anda good deal of enthusiasm was manifested. 


“ance was: small, resulted in a resolution on the 


part of the pastors to bring the whole subject 


¥ 


with renewed diligence to the attention of their 


ngregations, and secure their contributions for 
rrying on the work of Bible distribution. 4 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE. : . 


ted the Col 
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month: one in the Baptist Church in Valdosta, | 
PGa,, in which five ministers participated—two | 
- Baptist, two Presbyterian, and one Methodist, ‘ 
ithe anniversary of the Franklin Female Bible | _ 
| Society, Ohio. The meeting was of interest, and 
|the good lady-workers of that society have en- 
‘tered with a stronger spirit upon their labours. 
| Ours is a department of work into which Chris- 


The other anniversary was held in the Baptist 
Church in Quitman, which, though the attend- 


|places on this district. ore places 
‘the auxiliary work could be transferred to their 
| hands it would be more efficiently done. : 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. — 


ry, 17th, I spent at Columbus, the count 4 


103 


offering to the canvass work in the county was 
twenty dollars. 

The fourth Sunday of the month was spent 
with the Grayson County Bible Society, Ky., 
attending its annual meeting. The contribution 
was $39 20—the most liberal ever made here. 
This auxiliary is about completing the canvass 
of its field, 

MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN. 

The roth of the month was spent by your 
Superintendent in Beloit, by special request of 
the society, it being the anniversary of the Beloit 
Bible Society. In the morning I occupied the 
pulpit of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
in the evening addressed a large and enthusiastic 
union meeting in the Presbyterian Church—seven 
churches uniting. A good collection was taken 
for the Bible cause, and the local society arranged 
to have their territory canvassed and supplied 
at their own expense. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING. 


During the month I have visited nine auxilia- 
ries, branch societies, and Bible committees. I 


|have-delivered eighteen addresses for the Bible 


cause; travelled 1,470 miles, 
letters. 

The first Sunday of the month I was at Penca, 
in the extreme northern part of the State. The 
three churches, Presbyterian, Methodist, and 
English Lutheran, united their services all day. 
I preached to them in the morning, in the Meth- 
odist Church, and addressed the: Dixon County 
Bible Society in the evening, in the same place. 
Considering their circumstances, this people 
gave liberally to the Bible cause. 

The second Sunday I was with Polk County 
Bible Society, at Osceola. I preached in the 
Methodist Church in the morning,; rode sixteen 
miles, and presented the Bible cause to a county 
congregation in the afternoon; and in the even- 
ing addressed the Polk County Bible Society. 
More than fifty dollars was subscribed on this 
day to aid our work. This was a day to be long 


and written 179 


'remembered. The pastors and people of the 
| Presbyterian, 
| Churches entered heartily into the work. Dur- 
|ing this week I held three week-night meetings, 
[in as many different towns. aaa 


Methodist, and Congregational 


OHIO AND EASTERN INDIANA. 
On the fitst Sabbath of the month I attended 
tian ladies enter very successfully in several 


& the month > visit 


If in many more places” 


te a 
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by your District Superintendent. The Rev. Mr. 
Lund, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, held 
service at the Baptist Church in the afternoon of 
the same day, and took a collection for the Bible 
cause. The sum of $33 90 was secured during 
the day to that object. 


TEXAS. 


On the 26th of the month I had the pleasure of 
attending the annual meeting of the Medina 
County Bible Society. It is a model society. 
For years the annual meeting has been held on 
Monday after the third Sunday of June, regu- 
larly. This is Bible day. It isa German auxili- 
ary, having two Lutheran and two Methodist 
Churches co-operating with it. At this meeting 
the pastors were present and all made addresses. 
The members from the country bring their fami- 
lies in wagons, with their dinners, and stay all 
day, consequently the attendance is large. It 
voted $25 to the Parent Society, and arranged to 
canvass its field. 

I visited and addressed the general assembly 
of the Presbyterian (Southern) Church, at the 
city of Houston. Resolutions were adopted ex- 
pressing grateful appreciation of the work of the 
American Bible Society,and commending it to 
the enlarged liberality of the churches and Chris- 
tian public. 

4 9 


FREDERICK T, FRELINGHUYSEN. 


At a meeting of the Mercer County Bible Soci- 
ety, held in the Presbyterian Church, at Law- 
renceville, Mercer County, New Jersey, on Thurs- 
day, June 11th, 1885, the following preamble and 
resolutions were adopted: 


Whereas, It has pleased God to remove by 
death, since our last annual meeting, the Hon. 
Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, President of the 
American Bible Society, therefore 

Resolved, That we put on record our sense of 

the deep bereavement our cause has suffered by 
the loss of this eminent citizen of our State, just 
as he was entering upon what we hoped would 
prove a continued and useful Presidency ; that 
we emulate the zeal with which he consecrated 
his talent and his influence to the religion of the 
_ Bible ; and that we thank God, that in his own 
person, and in that of his distinguished uncle, 
the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, who was so 
long in the same chair, his famity has contributed 
so much to the counsels and strength of our 
Parent Institution, 
_ Resolved, That our secretary be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to the Na- 
tional Society, and to the immediate household 
of its deceased President.. 


> o—_____ 


' ONEIDA COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. N, Y. 

The annual meeting of the Oneida County 

Bible Society was held in Y. M. C. A. rooms on 

_ Tuesday, the 9th of June. Rev. D. W. Bigelow 

presided, and opened’ the meeting with prayer. 

The report of the executive committee having in 

charge the canvass of the county, was read by 
Mr. Bigelow as follows: 


___ In April, 1883, the Oneida County Bible Societ 
began, to “canvass its territory, that all Society. 


and individuals within its bounds destitute of the 
Holy Scriptures, or without suitable copies of 
them, might be supplied by sale or gift. This 
work properly belongs to each county society, 
and in carrying it on we co-operate with the Par- 
ent Society (the American Bible Society), which 
at this time is engaged in the same work, but 
having as its field the whole country, “This work 
is one that needs to be done periodically, and 
has been done repeatedly before by our society. 
It is a matter of surprise to some to learn how 
many persons and how many families are found 
in the midst of so-called Christian communities, 
but without a copy of the Bible in their posses- 
sion. Great good is accomplished, not only when 
such are supplied, but when others have oppor- 
tunity to provide themselves with a Bible or Test- 
ament that will take the place of one that is too 
small for the use of the aged, or too bulky for the 
child. The volumes sold have not often been 
those that cost more than from thirty cents to a 
dollar ; and those given have commonly been in 
expensive volumes, but neatly bound and of good 
type. The work has been prosecuted to its 
completion, through the labours of three agents 
who have successively been in our employ—one, 
however, only for a month—and all with satis- 
faction to the society. 

Union services, under the auspices of the soci- 
ety, were held at the. Court Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church on the evening of Sunday, the 
14th of June. _As several churches dispensed 
with their services in order that their congrega- 
tions might attend, the edifice was well filled. 
Rev. Dr. I. S. Hartley, Rev. Dana W. Bigelow, 
and Rev. J. D. Phelps occupied seats in the pul- 
pit, which was elaborately decorated with beauti- 
ful flowers. The regular choir of the church fur- 
nished excellent music for the occasion. After 
the usual opening exercises, which were con- 
ducted by Dr. Hartley, Rev. Mr. Bigelow, presi- 
dent of he society, introduced the Rev. J. D. 
Phelps, who made an exceedingly interesting 
address. 


Wiscellaneons, 


THE TRANSLATING OF THE GOSPEL. 
BY RICHARD BE. BURTON, 

Within a cloister of the olden time, 

As slowly swung the bell for even chime, 

The holy Father Bede, whose failing breath 

Gave sure foretoken of his holy death, 

Besought a scribe to write the precious word 

That from his languid lips scarce could be heard. 


“A chapter yet is wanting, master mine,” 

Up spake the boy, as fast the sacred line 

Of John, the best beloved the saints among, 

Was deftly wrought into the mother tongue. 

“ Then quickly speed!” the dying monk exclaimed, 
Whilst on his face the golden sunset flamed. 


“ Dear master,’’ spake the lad in mortal dread 
(For now the noble face was like the dead), 
; “The work must rest unfinished much I fear; 
There lacketh yet a single sentence here.” 
“ Write quickly, boy,’ was spoken in reply, 
“ Until the work be done I may not die.” aris 


“?Tis finished,” said the little scribe at last, 7 

And looked upon the holy man aghast. Ya 
* Yes, alt is finished,” the great monk replied, © : 
Then crossed his pallid hands and, smiling, died. 


1885.] BIBLE 
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THE BIBLE AN EDUCATOR, 

The last survivor of the sixty men who founded 
the American Bible Society was Henry W. 
Warner, Esq., who died on the 20th of February, 
1875. His daughter, Miss Susan Warner, who 
recently passed away, delighted above most per- 
sons we have known in “searching the Scrip- 
tures,’ Her own writings give abundant evi- 
dences not only of her love for the Bible but of 
her profound spiritual knowledge of its truths. 
In her volume entitled, “Stephen, M.D.,”’ we 
recently marked the following passage which 
expresses her appreciation of the Bible as‘a great 
factor in educational processes: 


If any one thinks that the Bible is only a single 
book and not to be regarded as a great factor in 
educational processes, let me tell him that it is 
more than equal to any other hundred books he 
could pick out, and a more powerful factor in the 
work of building up a thorough mental structure 
than any other two hundred that could be named 
unconnected with it. For somehow, not only 
godliness is ‘‘profitable for all things,’’ but 
the Bible, the chart and charter-book of godli- 
ness, is in another way the same also. A man 
does not get mathematics out of it; but knowl- 
edge of human life, knowledge of human nature, 
knowledge of human history ; furthermore, what 
the schools never give, comprehension of the 
true uses, end, and aims of human existence; a 
balance to weigh the world withal and all things 
in it, so that the small is no longer mistaken for 
the great, nor the great for the small. He finds 
a chrism there that clears the mental vision; a 
food that satisfies the soul hunger; a guide that 
saves from false philosophy ; a leading star that 
keeps the mind’s eye true; a field for life’s 
utmost work; a prize for its utmost endeavours ; 
an object for its utmost capacities. Finding all 
this, how should not strength and sweetness both 
characterize his mental action? how should not 
steady growth be crowned with both flower and 
fruit? Or, to speak more simply, how should 
not habits of thought and feeling grow to be just 
and sound and generous; and all the work done 
in them and through them be work to stand and 
last? Noenergy misdirected, no powers misused, 
no desires misplaced ; ah, the blessing of the first 
psalm comes to such a one—“ whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.’’ 

Even so, all has not been said. We know, for 
it is matter of everyday.experience in ourselves 
and in others, that people grow like those they 
live much with. Intercourse and association tell 
upon the whole man; thought, action, aim, re~ 
finement, culture, all are apt to go up or go down 
in the scale according to the company one keeps; 
and that is true of the company of books as well 

| as of living creatures. Then how will it be in 
the case of a man who spends a large part of his 
| time consciously in the presence of God? who is 
|. frequently speaking to him, and constantly listen- 
ing to his speaking ; whose thoughts and sym- 
pathies furthermore are busy with the greatest 
and best of the men that have lived on earth; 
| their thoughts and sayings and doings, their 
_ hopes and fears and triumphs? What manner 
| of man is he like to be, who breakfasts with 
| Abraham and sups with Paul and sings David’s 
| songs in the night-time? There is but one 


answer; and yet the whole is not said. For the 


“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 


‘worth the living is portrayed, and under the spell 


ee = meets Ta 


mere literary qualities of the Bible must not be 
overlooked. He who habitually studies it, has 
his thoughts constantly engaged with the greatest, 
widest, and most fundamental of all subjects ; 
gains an indispensable key to all other knowl- 
edge; and puts his taste and imagination under 
the culture of the loftiest reasoning, and of the 
grandest and tenderest poetry, and of the most 
delicious English, that are to be found in the 
whole stores of the language. It works to refining 
and beautifying and softening, as well as to 
strength and nobleness, 
—_-—_——_+- 0. 
MY OLD BIBLE, 
BY MRS, F. M. SISSON, 

On the table before me lies my new Bible, a 
beautiful “ Oxford,” the gift of dear friends. As 
I turn its pages, clean and bright, my eyes rest 
with delight on the perfect points that make it 
a perfect book. The handy flexible binding, the 
well-prepared index, maps, tables, indeed every- 
thing a Bible student could desire. I say over 
and over again, “It is mine; just what I have 
long desired.” 

And yet, a little further on the table, half hid- 
den by a newspaper, lies a book plain and worn. 
There is a mute appeal in its every feature, an 
appeal to which my heart responds; for is it not 
my old Bible? Involuntarily the new and the 
old change places; and as one after another of 
the familiar pages are turned, how the past rises 
up! The clock on the mantel ticks the evening 
hour ; low, regular breathing from the children’s 
cot tells of the sweet sleep of childhood. The 
fire burns with a steady glow, and book in hand, 
I review the past. 

September breezes are playing in and out the 
open door of a far-away village home, dallying 
with the white curtains that shade the windows, 
casting upon the carpet the first falling leaves of 
the tall Lombarby which stands by the gate like 
a sentinel on duty. -Just inside, by the window, 


-a young girl bends over a half-packed trunk. 


One or two friends stand by, and together they 
laugh and chatter—as girls only can—about the 
coming to-morrow. Surely the sun will never 
usher such another, for on this, the quiet village 
life is to be exchanged for that of the longed-for 
college. ; 

Suddenly there is a pause, as she discovers 
and holds to view this Bible, with the written 
request : “Read often, Mother.” The packing is 
finished in silence, and in a few hours-more the 
garden gate has clicked behind the outgoing | | 
one, eager for a part in life’s fray. d f 

Of the hurried days which followed that balmy 
morning, how have ea of these well-worn 
pages become mementos, by the subtile laws of RF aia 
association rather than by the common habit of , 
marking. Here is a chapter read at family pray- 
ers during the first few days of homesickness; - 
here a chapel lesson, and farther on a “Golden 
Text,” taught our Sunday school class of little 

irls. Time, thou are but jesting! Surely those 

ittle ones are not matrons now. 

The months hasten; vacations come and go; 
the brightness and expectancy of faces, and the 
perfume of flowers all proclaim that it is “‘Com- 
mencement week.” The “Class” listen to the 
“Baccalaureate ;”? these are the words of the text: 


cious seed, shall doubtless come 


: 1, sh ain with re- |, 
joicing, bringing " 


x his sheaves with him.” A life 
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ch a a a 


of eloquence, how nearly within grasp seems our 


ideal. But good-byes hasten, smiles die out and 
flowers fade. Unwittingly we enter life’s sterner 
school. 


But our vision goes on, Again and again the 
Bible lies upon a teacher’s desk. Familiar faces 
rise up to greet us; merry, fun-loving always, 
yet mostly respectful and studious. Where are 
they all now? We see the plainly furnished 
room in a farm house that was ours for a term, 
and lazily listen to the patter of the rain upon 
the shingles very near to our head. So in “jour- 
neyings oft,” in places many, this personal friend 
is found, till at last one day it began to take its 
journeys packed in the ‘‘ regulation” dry-goods 
box of a Methodist itinerant, and the table in the 
sitting room becomes its permanent (?) home. 
This table now by my side, which has followed 
us over hills, prairies, and rivers, takes on_and 
adds to the home a value all its own. 

Dear old Bible! What memories it invokes; 
how the friendly faces of the past look out. We 
re-inhabit vacated parsonages, sing the songs of 
Zion in the almost forgotten churches. The all- 
absorbing auxiliary of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society meets in the ‘‘front room,” 
and these pages are turned for promises of help 
and final success. All along it has been my 
friend. At times fancied duties have pushed it 
aside, yet when I have gone to my Bible I have 
not failed to find comfort. But till one sad day 
I never realized its riches—is it always so? Yes, 
here is the chapter, those matchless words ad- 
dressed to the disciples at Corinth. Had I never 
read it before? Yes, I had heard its soothing 
strains again and again when it was the lot for 
others to weep; but never before had I grasped 
its meaning. It was one of December’s bleakest 
days; without the wind swept unhampered over 
the bare prairies—moaned and whistled, beating 
the snow into the faces of the few who dared 
breast the storm. On this day it was read over 
the coffin lid of our firstborn—and Divine good- 
ness made it mine. The bowed heart looked up. 
Heaven became a reality. ‘That which is sown 
; in corruption shall be raised in incorruption ; and 

this mortal shall put on immortality. Thanks be 
to God who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The fire has burned low, a step on the doorway 
recalls me. Tenderly, almost reverently, I lay 
down my old-time friend. Neither sentiment 
nor yet imagination can make it other than it is 

—a worn book no longer suitable for use. Let 

‘ it be kept henceforth with other mementos of 

| the past. I turn again to the new. New! Be- 

hold the same ‘‘Come unto me all ye that la- 

bour and are heavy laden,’’ that-has rested tired 

and heartsick humanity for centuries. New! 

when from its pages Jesus still lovingly assures 

; . us that ‘In my Father’s house are many man- 

ps ‘ sions.” Ah,now I see! It is still my old, loved 

Bible. In a different dress certainly, yet with 

i“ promise and blessing on every page. Hitherto, 

thou hast led me; still throughout life be this 

Be | my prayer—“ Thy words shall be a lamp unto my 

+o feet.”— Central Christian Advocate. ; 

ras : ‘ SEAL fs Bog ee Sees 

os | “JOSE, THE SPANISH COLPORTEUR,” 

re | . Some years ago I hada large “ Mothers’ Meet- 

ing’? in Madrid, and amongst the number was a 

good-looking woman named Luisa, Perez. Sh 


Lintonsne/ eee ee a a 


mark favourite chapters, the master took 
- Oar o6 on * 5 ie 
| was very ignorant, neither knowing how to read | 


sean 


or to write, Upon inquiry, I found that the 
Bible woman had visited her, sold a Bible to her 
husband, and had invited Luisa to the meeting. 
I noticed that she listened with intense pleasure 
and interest to all that was said; and though in 
rather a weak state of health, with her home far 
from our mission-rooms, Luisa was never out of 
her place, which was one by my side. She pre- 
ferred this place to any other, and always came 
early to secure it. One day she brought me a 
letter from her husband, who was a cook in a 
family of repute in the city. It was to ask me 
to interest myself in his favour, so that he might 
be engaged in the Lord’s work. 

I appointed a meeting, as I knew absolutely 
nothing of the man, except that he had a Bible, 
as he was never at home when I visited Luisa. 

José told me that he had read his Bible all 
through with the greatest attention, had also 
committed much of it to memory, and that he 
loved it dearly. 

On questioning him I found that the poor man 
generally returned from his work after midnight, 
tired and weary, yet after retiring the husband 
and wife sang a hymn Luisa had learnt at our 
meeting ; José read a chapter, and they took it 
by turns to pray ! 

Soon, however, José was not satisfied with 
reading only at zigh¢, so he took his precious 
book to the house where he worked, and read 
and studied it while the other servants had their 
long mid-day nap. 

This sort of thing could not be hidden, espe- 
cially as José took no trouble to conceal his love 
for the word, and spoke often to his fellow- 
servants about their souls, reading them a verse 
now and then. 

In the course of time it came to his master’s 
ears, through the valet, a French RomamCatholic, 
who told him there was a dad man in the house, 
a Protestant, who was trying to prevert all the 
other servants, and that whenever he could he 
was reading that horrid book called the Bible! 


José soon received a message to go to his master 


in the study. Guessing what was the matter, the 
poor fellow went with fear and trembling, but 
not before silently lifting up his heart to his 
heavenly Master, who, he felt sure, alone was 
able and willing to protect him in this. trying 
moment. S 

When José entered the study, the banker, 
looking very grave and grand seated in his large 
easy-chair, desired José to answer truly the ques- 
tions he might put, and the following dialogue 
took place :— 

Master: “I hear that you are constantly reading 
and teaching the servants things out of a bad 
book—in short, that you are a ‘Protestant.’ Is 
this not true?” 

José: “Indeed, sir, I have not a bad book in 
my possession.” 

Master: “But you must confess that you are 
one a book the Church does not allow you 
to read.”’ 

José: “T have no book here, sir, but the Bible, 
the word of God. Oh, it is so good! I will bring 
it to you, if you please.” Mg i 
Master: “ By all means fetch it at once.” 


‘When José entered with his large six-shilling | 


book, which he. opened, showing numbers of 
passages underlined, and. little ‘bits of paper to 


book, and examined it carefully for some minutes. — 
After asking questions about the various’ marks, 
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he returned it to José, and, smiling kindly, said, 
“Go on reading, my good fellow, as much as you 
like. I, too, have the Bible. I read it and love 
it, and wish I could live up to its teaching. You 
will be a good man and a good servant if you 
obey its precepts. I wish every one in my house 
were as faithful and true as you are.” 

Poor José could scarcely believe he heard 
aright. 

After thanking his master, he retired to his 
little room to thank Him who had _ brought 
him so pleasantly out of this seemingly great 
difficulty. 

Still José was far from happy; it seemed so 
ungrateful not to serve the Lord wholly, when 
he had done so much for him. Sunday, too, was 
his hardest day, as in Spain it is kept as a holiday 
in every sense of the word—a day for dinner- 
parties and all sorts of entertainments, in prefer- 
ence to other days of the week. 

Thus the poor servants have on the Lord’s 
Day double duties to perform. They are gen- 
erally allowed to attend mass early in the morn- 
ing, when they go to market on their return; 
and then their religious duties for the week are 
supposed to be fultilled, except going to confess 
three or four times a year. 

These circumstances I heard from his wife, 
who told me that he often wept like a child for 
sorrow at being obliged to follow such practices. 
So another letter came to me from José, telling 
me of his increasing difficulties, and that his 
conscience would not allow him any longer to 
go on as he was; that in his present situation he 
could not attend any services or keep the Lord’s 
Day holy, so that he was obliged to break the 
Fourth Commandment continually. 

Perhaps it will be asked, Why did we let the 
poor man go on so long without giving him more 
suitable occupation, seeing he desired it so much? 
The case stood thus: José was receiving very 
high wages, as well as a daily portion of food 
for his family, and as a colporteur he could not 
have such temporal advantages. This made us 
anxious to try his faith, so as veadly to feel sure 
that he was a decided Christian, ready to leave 
aii and follow the Lord. 

The death of a little one, very precious—for 
they had already lost sza—settled the matter, 
and José was enrolled as a colporteur, and has 
ever since proved himself worthy of his calling. 

He is an é€stimable man, humble, meek, and 
gentle, but with a firm conviction of the -¢ruth of 
what he teaches, which makes him as boid as a 
lion in the Lord’s cause. He bears persecution 
maniully, always trusting in God’s power to keep 
and help him; and has been in prison for the 
cause, but the Lord has been his stay in all his 
trials. 
~ Several men who are now employed as col- 
porteurs owe their conversion to José’s instru- 
mentality.—El/en A. Corfield, in “ Gleanings for 
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i pLHe FRESHNESS OF THE BIBLE, 


_. One very marked feature of the Bible is its 


perennial freshness. No other book can begin 
Nay with it in this respect. There are 
books tinctured with the spirit and principles of 


3 ‘ the Bible which have been repeatedly read with 
| something of fresh interest in their latter perusals ; 


it was necessary that there should be lengthy 


thy | Bible was sure 
between the readings in order to realize 
‘oa ‘ \ me ? osy ‘ J 


any sensible degree of freshness in them. But it 
is not so with the Bible. One who has any true 
love for the Bible may read a chapter upon a 
certain day of the week, and when he reads the 
same chapter a week from that day it appears as 
fresh as ever. Nay, let him read the same chap- 
ter the next day, and, if he be not a superficial 
reader, he will come upon thoughts and views of 
doctrine which spring up from spiritual depths 
that really surprise him with their vigorous: and 
inspiring freshness. It is said of the learned 
LeClere,-that, while he was compiling his Har- 
mony, he was so struck with admiration of the 
excellent discourses of Jesus, and so fired with 
the love of his most holy doctrines, that he 
thought he had but just begun to get acquainted 
with what he scarcely ever left out of his hands 
from infancy. It is also related of Dr. Kennicott, 
that during the time when he was employed on 
his Polyglot Bible, it was the constant work of 
his wife in their daily airings to read to him those 
different parts to which his immediate attention 
was called. The day after his great work was 
finished, when preparing for their ride, upon her 
asking him what book she should take, he ex- 
claimed: “Oh, let us begin the Bible!” The 
following pertinent and beautiful words are 
attributed to Bishop Horne: “The fairest pro- 
ductions of human wit, after a few perusals, like 
gathered flowers, wither in our hands and lose 
their fragrance; but these unfading plants of 
Paradise become, as we are accustomed to them, 
still more and more beautiful; their bloom 
appears to be doubly heightened, fresh odors 
are emitted, and new sweet extracted from them, 
He who hath once tasted their excellencies will 
desire to taste them again, and he who tastes 
them oftenest will relish them best.” John 
Newton says: “I know not a better rule of 
reading Scripture than to read it through from 
beginning to end; and, when we have finished it 
once, to begin it again. We shall meet with 
many passages which we can make a little im- 
provement of; but not so many in the second 
reading as in the first, and fewer in the third 
than in the second.’ The testimony of other 
eminent Bible readers might be given in favour 
of the truth that it is the one book that is asa 
fathomless well, brim full of fresh, living water— 
the water of life, the well of God.—feligious 
Herald. 
eS An PAR Lee i 
WYCLIFFE AT LUDGARSHALL, - 

The death of the great English reformer took 
place on December 31st, 1384. In connection with 
the Quincentary which has been celebrated this 
year, the claims of Ludgarshall, in Buckingham- 
shire, the parish of which the great reformer and 
translator of the Scriptures was rector in the 
earlier part of his life, have not been forgotten. 
The Rev. Henry Stretch, the present rector, 
addressed the following request to the com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society : 

“May I presume to ask fora free grant to the 
people of this very poor parish, where Wycliffe 
Leg six of the best years of his life, and prob- 
ably laid the foundation of his great work. 
I cannot but think that his living here ‘to be 
near to the libraries of Oxford’ (twelve miles), — 


must have been: for the study chiefly of the | — ey 


MSS. of the*Scripttives: = aes 
“Such a work as translating the whole of the 

not done at once, but must | 
have been for years in his mind, must have 
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taken years of hard work, and was probably 
given forth in portions, such portions being 
taken first which would best suit him for con- 
troversy or teaching the ignorant. Such was 
the case with the Decalogue at least, and the 
Four Gospels which the queen used, 

“After some years’* thought and reading, I 
conclude that the work was completed at Lutter- 
worth, but not begun there, That the knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures by means of Wycliffe’s 
writings and preachers must have spread far 
and wide from this place, is shown by the popu- 
lar support he received at the Lambeth trial. 
Public opinion was slow to form in those days 
when meetings and newspapers were unknown, 
But there were special advantages at Ludgar- 
shall. The king’s hunting palace at Brill was 
only one-and-a-half miles from the church, which 
may account for the support he received from 
the royal family. Two chief highways (the 
Roman Akeman Street and the broad trackway 
from Oxford to Cambridge) intersected the 
parish, crowded, perhaps, with mendicant friars 
then as they are with tramps now. These facts 
may help to show how it was that ‘every other 
man’ met on the road was a Lollard, how Bucks 
soon after produced more martyrs than any 
other county.’’ 

In response to this application, the committee 
had great pleasure in making a grant of 100 
Bibles with an inscription on each volume, 
“Wycliffe Commemoration, 1884. For pre- 
sentation to the parishioners.”’—Bzble Society 
Monthly Reporter. 

a 0 
ON THE ROOK OF GIBRALTAR, 


Some years ago two soldiers belonging to one 
of the regiments of the British army, stationed at 
Gibraltar, were brought to a saving knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jesus. While living on this 
secluded spot, with few opportunities of hearing 
the word preached, they were led to read it 
together; and the voice of God, speaking .in his 
written word, touched one of their hearts. The 
conversion of the other soon followed. : 

One evening these two soldiers were placed as 
sentries at the opposite ends of a sallyport, or 
long passage leading from the Rock to the Span- 
ish territory. One of them, as we have seen, was 
already rejoicing in God his Saviour; while the 
other was in a very anxious state of mind, and 
under strong convictions of sin, earnestly seeking 
pardon. That evening, an officer of the garrison 
returning home at a ae hour, came up to the 
sentry outside the sallyport, who was the soldier 
recently converted, and asked as usual for the 
watchword, The man, absorbed in meditation, 
scarcely rousing from his. midnight reverie, re- 
plied to the officer’s challenge with the words, 
‘the precious blood of Christ.” He soon, how- 


ever, recovered his self-possession and gave the 


correct watchword, 

His comrade, who was anxiously seeking par- 
don, stationed at the inner end of the sallyport 
(a passage specially adapted for the conveyance 


of sound), heard the words, “ the precious blood 
of Christ,” mysteriously borne upon the breeze, 


at the solemn midnight hour, and the words came 


to him as a voice from heaven; his load of guilt | 
was removed, and “the peace of God” was| of 


granted to him, 


_ . He was afterwards, with others of his regiment, 
drafted for service in India, and proceeded to the 


island of Ceylon, where a long career of useful- 
ness opened before him, and where he became 
the honoured instrument for the completion of a 
great and important work, He was well qualified 
to fill the office of master in the principal school 
of Colombo, having had a good education in 
early life; and to this end his discharge was pro- 
cured from his regiment. 

He soon acquired an intimate knowledge of 
the Cingalese language ; and, as a translation of 
the Bible into that tongue was lying in an un- 
finished state, owing to the death of the individual 
who had commenced the work, he set himself to 
the task, and completed the version which was 
afterwards printed by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, in four quarto volumes. The re- 
mainder of his life was spent in India, devoted 
to the service of his Lord and Master; and ere 
he died, he became acquainted with no less than 
thirteen languages. G. T. Epwarps, 

——_4+ > eo ————_—_—__ 
MINNIE’S NEW YEAR'S GIFT, 


‘‘Mother gave me a Bible last New Year’s,”’ 
said a little girl, complacently, “and Aunt Lou 
gave Cousin Harry one at the same time. Just 
look at them now, and see the difference!”’ 

Harry’s was worn. Its gilt edges were tar- 
nished, and the newness was gone from the cov- 
er, but it looked as if it had been read very often. 
Here and there I saw pencil marks near favourite 
verses, and in one or two places it seemed as if 
tears might have fallen. Little Harry Gordon 
had become a Christian lately, and his Bible had 
evidently been very precious to him. 

Minnie said triumphantly, after I had finished 
my look at Harry’s, ‘““Now, see mine!’’ She 
unfolded the tissue paper from it, and there it 
was, just as fresh and fair and uninjured as when 
it came out of the shop. 

“T’ve never had it out of the drawer but once,” 
said Miss Minnie, ‘‘and that was to show to 
somebody.” 

“Minnie,” said I, “if your father were away 
from home, and should send you a letter, tellin 
you just what-he wanted you to do and be, woul 
it be good treatment never to break the seal, and 
to lay itin a drawer unread? Would it not be 
better to take it out every day and.to read it 
over and over, trying each time to obey its in- 
junctions ?” 

“Yes,” said Minnie, blushing as she began to 
see my meaning. per 

“This is God’s letter to you,;my love. Like 
the man who folded away his talent in a napkin, 
you have folded up your precious Bible. Here- 
after, my child, use it as God wants you to. 
‘Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me.’ ’’— Christian at Work. 


— ee 


Cities fall, kingdoms come to nothing, empires 
fade away as smoke. Where are Numa, Minos, 
Lycurgus? Where are their books? and what 
has become of their laws? But that the Bible 
no tyrant should have been able to consume, no 
tradition to choke, no heretic maliciously to cor- 


rupt; that it should stand unto this day, amid the _ 


wreck of all that is human, without the alteration 
' one sentence so as to change 
abt therein—surely there is a very singular 
pro 

markable manner.—Bishop Je 
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doctrine | 
, claiming our attention in a most re~ 
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INTERESTING BIBLE STATISTICS. 


The books in the Old Testament, 39. 
fhe chapters in the Old Testament, 929. 
The verses in the Old Testament, 23,241. 
The words in the Old Testament, 592,430. 
The letters in the Old Testament, 2,728, 100, 
The books in the New Testament, 27. 
The chapters in the New Testament, 260. 
The verses in the New Testament, 7,959. 
The words in the New Testament, 181,253.. 
The letters in the New Testament, 838,380. 
The Apocrypha has chapters, 183. 
The Apocrypha has verses, 7,081. 
The Apocrypha has words, 152,185. 
The middle chapter and least in the Bible is 
Psalm cxvii. 
The middle verse is the 8th of Psalm ecxviii. 
The word “and” occurs in the Old Testament 
35,543 times. 
The work “Jehovah”’ occurs 6,865 times. 
The word “‘and”’ occurs in the New Testa- 
ment Io,604 times. 
The middle book of the Old Testament is 
Proverbs. 
The middle chapter of the Old Testament is 
Job, 29. ; 
The middle verse of the Old Testament is 
: 2. Chronicles, 22d chapter, 17th verse. 
; The least verse of the Old Testament is 
1. Chronicles, 1st chapter, 25th verse. 
; The longest verse in the Old Testament is 
_ | Esther, 8th chapter, 9th verse. 
S The middle.book of the New Testament is 
2. Thessalonians. 
7 The middle chapters of the New Testament 
: are Romans 13 and 14. 
The middle verse of the New Testament is 
Acts, 17th chapter, 17th verse. 
The least verse in the New Testament is John, 
tith chapter, 35th verse...../.. .-. 
Verse 21, of chapter 7, of Ezra, has all the 
letters of the alphabet except ‘‘j.” ae 
Chapter 19 of 2. Kings, and chapter 37 of 
_| Isaiah are alike. : 
3 OLD FATHER TRUSTY, 
|. _ Old Father Trusty was a negro in St, Ann’s Bay 
| Jamaica, whose heart was turned to God late in 
| life. He used to speak with deep feeling of his 
| great distress of heart when God opened his 
- eyes to see his sins, and of the difficulties he 
| met with from his friends trying to make him 
| $0 back to his old ways. When between seventy 
‘| and eighty years of age he determined to read 
' the word of God for himself. He attended 
ool for this purpose, and diligently perse- 
ed until he was able to read fairly well. es 


_ Sateen, 


Bible Society Hecoril, 


NEW YORK, JULY 16, 1885. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, 
July 2d, 1885, Hiram M. Forrester, Esq., Vice- 
President, in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by Secre- 
tary Hunt. 

Letters were presented from Rev. M. P. Par- 
melee and Rev. H. O. Dwight, of the Western 
Turkey Mission, and the Rev. Dr. Bliss, respect- 
ing the obstacles continually thrown by the Turk- 
ish government in the way of selling the Scrip- 
tures to persons who want to buy them; from 
Rev. A. J. McKim, respecting the outlook in 
Eastern Cuba; from Rev. H. P. Hamilton, re- 
specting the maltreatment of the Society’s col- 
porteur in Campechy; from Mr. Prince, of St. 
Petersburg, respecting the disposition of the col- 
porteurs in Russia, and from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, with expressions of con- 
dolence in view of the death of Mr. Frelinghuysen. 

Grants of books were made for benevolent 


distribution in the United States and in foreign 


countries to the value of about $7,000. 


- It was reported that one hundred and fifty-six - 
colporteurs are now engaged in the work of the | 
Society; that during the month of May they | | 
visited 36,865 families, found 4,850 of these fam- | 


| ilies destitute, and supplied 3,629 of them. a 
_ Two auxiliary societies were recognized in 

| Florida, one in Arkansas, and one in Nebraska. 

| The total receipts for June were $37,548 45. 


The issues of the Scriptures from the Bible 
: v House during the month were 72,252 volumes. 

He was a poor man, so some friends sub- eso 
i i Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, sane 
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: : ‘ July, 1885. ne . 
| With Names and Post Office Addresses of Correspondin 


‘Holly Grove B.§., Ark., Mrs. J. M. Johnson, Ho 


| Hubbard, W. McKean, Columbus, 
"4 Cee Leesburgh, Fla.........0: «s.0. 
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Rey. Edward Wurts, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rey. John B. Alliger, New York. 

Mrs. Peter ©, Oakley, Milton, N. Y. 
Rey. Geo. L. Westgate, Norfolk, Conn. 
Rey. William Doust, Paw Paw, Mich. 
Calvin Preston, M. D., Galway, N.Y. 
Mrs. Sarah Richardson, Lexington, Il. 
Garret Terhune, M. D., Passaic, N. J. 


—_—_—_——_0 > e—_____—__ 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
For the month of May, 1885. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting........ é 15 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited..............s.0-06- a 127 
Anniversaries attended........ aabobpbihoca ron Srsemeee 51 
New Societies and Committees formed nleus camer seac® © ee: 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 153 
MOLCOrs FONE, eae p vugeber ews css tevdsowenes ésidew Sexe peters 1,521 
Miles travelled on official Ub rate ade cer ee ee esses os se 19,525 


Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $1,506 95 
0 > o —_____—_ 

Summary of Bible Distribution in May, by One Hun- 

dred and Twenty-nine Colporteurs and Eighteen County 


Agents reporting. rite ea 
8. le 8. 


Days of service.........0.65 ThiEse Sas ageeeD aclaiae 2,506 472 
ESIGN SPAY CEO « o s:0'0 nmpdleGiiclevcweiees 31,882 4,240 
Families visited by them....... 36,865 10,400 
Families found without a copyof the Scriptures 4,850 1,084 
Families supplied by sale or gift.. aedters 3,629 438 
Destitute individuals ago in ‘addition. ‘dei 2,045 594 
Number Of DOOKS 8010.3... .6.c.eeseseecsgeecey 18,264 1,229 
WWalierof DOOKSIEOIG. 0.005. seaeecick<eememeseice «. 85,317.65 $505 OL 
Number of books distributed gratuitously... 3,956 900 
Value of books distributed gratuitously..... . $1,004 90 $191 53 
Contributions received....... Shaves qued Reqggioes $814 98 $1,040 25 
_—_—————¢> o—____—_—- 
Summary of Forty-five Annual Reports of Auxiliary 
Societies, 
Received in June, 1885, 
Receipts from sales in twelve months...............6. $2,015 66 
Receipts from collections and donations............... | 1.542 14 
Paid American Bible Society on book account.. Saoniee 2,287 81 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account... 298 80. 
Expended on their own fields.............sseseeeccevees 24 73 
Value of books donated........... 2a 287 93 
Value of stock on hand at date..... .....2.....-..02-22 4,005 15 
No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general Baers 4 
Collecting and distributing Agents esr a8 4 
Families visited by them........0...c00:ceesecsececeees 7 2,504 
Families found destitute...... ats gauss 184 
Destitute families supplied..... sericewiters saaee es li 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 122 


Sabbath and other schools supplied... 


wee ee wereee : wel 
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RECEIPTS IN JUNE, 1886. - 


FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. 


Akers, A., Crookston, Minn........ wegieaies sem 
Bristol, J. E., Harpersville, N. Y..........0005 
Brown, Mrs. Harriet M., Louisville, Ky...... 
Collections by Colporteurs,............eeseeeee 

ns through Dist. Supt. Lyons........ 

at Ue “* W.H. Vernor, Ark, 
Oreig, James, Danbury, Conn,...........0.065 
Oe: KamMily, LEXINGtonu, N.C. cacti sca .c 
‘Dudley, James B. & Son, Larned, Ks.,....... 
Easterly, Edward O., Rockford, Ill............ | 
Fisher, H. D. & Co., Topeka, KS.........60:+05 
Golden Wedding Thank Offering, German- _ 

HOW AL VAM etch cscspsinerac icsdesaadeatvesie oe a 

Gardner, Rey. A., Atlantic, lowa., 
“H.,” New York.. 
Hunter, William C., N 
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er, Mrs. Klizabeth Bes Cleveland, Onio 


7H alle, 
si ae aa 


s 


Sssssssssss ssesssseses 


2 ee 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


Simpson, Lizzie B., Jacksonyille, Ill $30 00 
Smith, C. R., Wildwood, Fla..........cseeeeeee 1 00 
Wilbur, Rey. James H., Walla Walla, Wash. T. 25 00 
Zadock and Jemima Rogers Fund............ 625 00 
O. H. Shipman Fund?) cccccetesnaeah ane 175 00 
Caroline Phelps Stokes Fund.......... 250 00 
Yaxton Fund.,....ecseee.es 5 
Theodore S, Faxton Fund.......... 114 58 9,300.56 
LEGACIES. 
Austin, Lewis B., late of Austinburgh, Ohio. 1,000 00 
Berry, J. Hervey, late of Bath Co., Ky........ 289 04 
Chase, J. K., late of Lowell, Mass............. ‘ 46 50 
Dowd, George M., late of Madison, Ct........ 250 00 
Ferry, Wm. H., late of Grand Haven, Mich... 2,873 86 
Henry, Samuel, late of Medina, Ohio......... 
Halliday, Mary, late of Princeton, N. J 
McCreary, Harriet, late of Gettysburg, Pa.... 1,000 00 
Morehouse, Mrs. Caroline C., late of Milan, O. 100 00 
Oliver, Ann C., late of Bremo Bluff, Va....... 250 00 
Stevens, Thomas, late of Louisville, Ky...... 1,000 00 
Turner, Samuel, late of Johnson Co., Ind.... 35 60 
Tracy, P. L., late of Genessee Co., N. Y....... 280 00 
Williams, S. Wells, late of New Haven, Conn. 5,000 00 
—— 18,357 65 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ARKANSAS. 


Little Rock Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch......... 100 
Little Rock, First Christian Ch. 2 55 
Prospect, Presbyterian Ch............ 3 00 
Hot Springs, First Pres. Ch.......... 8 00 
CAArenaOMm, PYGRS OR... ...02sictecesvects 4 20 45 
South Hot Springs, Meth. Ep. Ch..,.......... ia 13 70 
CONNECTICUT, . 
New London, Church of Christ................ 35 89 
Norwaitk, First Cong. Ch....... Tioudetsbcscek we 20 00 
COLORADO. 
Colorado Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch...... eonie 1 00 
DAKOTA, 
Dawson, Cong. Ch....... Pasiaciien aaa Slee oe 2 60 
FLORIDA. 
Wildwood, Pres, Chives .ssseiec<ussscancanne sone 5 95 
ILLINOIS. 
Streator, Primitive Meth. Ch...............0006 2 50 
Salem Township, Oakville Pres. CODE... 6% ete 8 10 
MISSOURI. 
Churches of Warrensburgh................. se 12 35 
Churches of Glasgow.... ........ seeenare S cahap 13 41 
MAINE. 
Yarmouth, First Cong. Ch. Society............ 8 50 “14 
MINNESOTA, 
Worthington, Meth, Ep. Ch..............5 esol 1 Be 
& MISSISSIPPI, 
New Hope, Pres, Ci. ics cocecjcaavereutee cave ome 755 
South West Point, Meth. Ep. Ch. (additional). 50 
MICHIGAN. 
Lansing; Cong, Ch... ie. ce ues wht. UALS SeOrOU 
NEW YORK. a? — 
Cornwall-on-Hidsort, Pres. Ch..... Sia 5 00 
Warseere, Prés Che isi. 5. osesdckeu ban 30 00 
Peekskill, Reformed Ch.........0.....- 10 00 
5 00 
86 31 , 
310 
Cunancaigua, Meth. Ep. Ch... Leese eseee 718 00 a 
PENNSYLVANIA. ie 
Sheffield, Meth. Ep. Ch..... ee ee eeeeeeee 2% E baa 
Howlzdate, Meth. Ep. Chiev..c.cisscecsvevemesene af) 20004 *. 
VERMONT. |. teers 
Troy Conf. Meth. Ep. Ch. (additional)......... 15 00 | oie 
WISCONSIN, 3 Fe 
New Diggings Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 425. 


Genesee, Cong. Church and Society.. sete eeneens p B08 at 


AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO DH BOOKS BA 
BEEN GIVEN. 


‘i 


\ an County, Lowa..... 


| ‘Grayson County, Ky.... 


 Grafton;Dak........... 

| Greene County, Renh..;.... 
eS Cone eC 

‘Hamilton County, Ill... .... 

_ Hardeman County, Tenn.... 


Hudson County, N.J..... 


Rsowara County, Neb. 
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Anoka, Minn........... etteiawdd a oe 
Athens County, Ohio......... Mois et Sra ‘ 
Auglaize County, Ohio................ 
MAHON. MICH ee ls nscwics wise cds weed 
Alameda and Contra Costa, Cal. 
Ashland County, Neb............ 
Alcorn County, Miss«............ 
Atlantic County, N. J............ 
Butler County, Ohio... 
Bismarck, Dak........... » SOARS 
Becker County, Minn........ PO ARS 
Bonne Terre Bible Committee, Mo.. 
Boone County, Mo........ wrele eles weit 
Bell County, Texas............ Rt chen ‘ 
Bergen County, N. J 
Breckenridge County, Ky............ 
rtniclen ATR eed csttvartekiceere cs 
Brooks County, Ga. ....c.c.cceesecee 
Butler County, Neb............. Ares 
Bandera County, Texas............... 
Burleson County, Texas......... 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, Ohio.. 
"Casa County. Dak.:.............. 
Clay County, Minn.. 
Clay Comnty Dsk.-craiso se oes 
Crow Wing County, Minn..... 
UI UR: lo 3 ae oe 
‘Columbia County, N. Y........ ..... 
Cumberland County, Ky.......... tpt 
Chester County, S. Co... ccc. eeee sees 
Columbiana County, Ohio............ 
Caledonia Welsh, Wis......... 
Central, Cal....:.... ee 
Cloud County, Ks CAR 
Cass County, Ill..... Sean ne ee 
Calumet County, Mich.........-...... 
Dubois County, Ind............5... —_ 
Darlington County, S. C.............- 
Duval County, Fia.............- 
Duck River, Tenn.. = 
Darien, Ga.us:...... : 
Dixon County, Neb........... 
Dawson County, Neb...... 
Douglass County, Neb............ 
Flint and Vicinity, Mich..... ss 
klin Female, Ohio............... 
Franklin County, Ks........... 
Fulton County, Ky... 05.0.2» <0 
Floresville Bible Com., Texas. 
‘Gallatin County, Ill.......... 


Greene County, N. Y............ 
Genoa, N.Y, ties 1. tchaateee oe 


Grand Forks County, Dak 


tenons 


_ Hampshire County, W. Va 


County, Ky.......... 
“Holly Grove, Ark.... 


ane Mich..<sccesnsese 
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Credited 


18 60 


Credited 
as Donation. on Account, 


Summit County, Ohio..... 


| Washington City, D. C Jaws 
| Waverly, Ohio. ..0. .c.s,0ceeeees 


Marshall & Kittson Counties, Minn.. 
MGMTEDE]IO, Issn sae desnians oes adkevsiere 
Marshall County, Texas...... Pritts as 
Muskingum County, Ohio............ 
Monroe County, N. Y....... teien its 
Morris COUNtY, Ni dieds covebievcs sd eviee 
Medaryville & Vic., Ind.. 
Madison County, Ky...... 
Monroe County, Temm....c.c.ceeeeees 
Mecklenburg County, N. C.......... 
Marinette, Wis... vce. .ccpunsebtete 
Monroe County, Ark...... 
Morrilton, Ark........ we 
Milam County, Texas... 
Medina County, Texas.. 
Marshall County, Ill..... 
PEGING. 0)... Ne sbassaeicteeneds 
Maryland. ccctieses 99:00,05 
Madison County, Ill.. 
Mercer County, N. J........cccecsecs 
New Bedford, Mass....... 
Nassau Hall, N.J.......056 
Ottawa Welsh, Minn...... 
GRERON,..eL5Ld. 6 
Obion County, Tenn.... 
Okolona, Miss.......... 
Oberlin.& Vic., Oh10. 3... 5 s..000..06 
Outagamie County, Wis.. 
Ontonagon, Mich..... 
Polk County, Minn... 
Princeton, N. J.......... 
Putnam County, Ohio... 
Polk County, Neb 
Pennsylvania.......... o- 
Peoria County, Ill...... 
Pulaski County, Iil..... 
Rockland County, IllL..... 
Rockland County, N. Y 
Rock Hill Bible Committee, §.C.... 
Republican City Bible Com., Neb... 
Rising Bible Committee, Neb........ 
Richmond Bible Committee, Texas. 
Rockland County, Ohio......... 


eee 


‘Rocklane, Mich........ sae eepeeies oy 
St. Louis, Mo....... Sako SpebRe dakesh cl 
Suromer BGM, Ts qescies wp nce wamised es 
St. Croix County, Wis......... Rialcitye 


Salem Bible Association, N-C....... 
Sweet Water, Tenn. Pro Ai CSO OO 


Saunders County, Neb.... 


Credited 


25 00 


2 00 
60 00 


96 00 
42 00 


430 00 


17 00 


1000 


Sangamon County, Tll............ bile oni 


Ulster County, N. Y.. 
Vanderburg County, Ind.. 
Valparaiso, Neb....3.-.«++ 
Vermont... .202 02.0806 
Wadena County, Minn 

Washington coat Boren vcossaee 
West Salem, Ill....... Fe, 
Wayne County, Mich. 


“Wapren County, N. Wes 


Woodford County, Ill 
York County, Me...... 


Yorkville Bible Committee, 8.6 Taare = + 
Feo ne ON aes ; 


a $1,408 32° “880 6010258 12 


Rey. B . Wright, Dist. ede Mo. : 


| Bev. C.H. Pyar Dist. alice 


eer 


urs. 
oa whl MARIA EE 


es 


Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 


$62 05 


21 1 


LAT 


a 


312 


OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D. 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D. 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D 
ANDREW L. TAYLOR 
CALEB T. ROWE 


Corresponding 
Secretaries. 


Assistant Treasurer. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the. Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to ‘‘ The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, etc., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘“‘ The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House; Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. Vo books are supplied for sale on comméission, 
but as @ special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue prices is made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 
in books, 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to 
twenty-seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 
FIELD OF LABOUR. NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 
Alabama & West Florida..Rev. R. 8. HOLOOMBE, 
Tuskegee, Ala. 
Rey. W. H. Vuevas D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
‘Rey. JouN THOMBRONS 


Oakland, Cal. 
‘Rey. J. L. Lyons, 


Jacksonville, Florida. 
Illinois & West’n Indiana..Rev. E. G. SMITH, 
Morrison, Whiteside Co., lil. 
é.+e.-Rev. JOHN Hoop, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Rev. S. D. Storrs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
‘Revs GEO. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 
' - Covington, ‘Ky. 
v ANDREW J. MEAD, 
‘ ' Appleton, Wis. 
Rey. Jonn Hinton, 
. Faribault, Rice County, Minn, 
....Rey. GEORGE W. en ae 
Ay Oxford, Miss 
Spares rien Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT,. 
$ St. Louis, Mo. 


Nebraska, Colorado, & Sil ake Guo. W. WAINWRIGHT 
ir Blair, Ned. 


1} 


D.Dayi, 


California & Nevada 
Georgia & Florida 


TOW A wor, s Sacer ede ae 


Kentucky & Tennessee. . 
Michigan & Wisconsin.... 
Minnesota & Dakota 


Oregon & Wash. Ter... sin 

. ae gon, 
Peres .. 2.4.4.3 {oslo Waa De Ra 
pie Tages & Montane. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


ES 


General Agent.” 


[ July. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying its own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription’ to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum o , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 

To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sohs to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Auz~ 
iliary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, with the endorse- 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 
ment of the District Superintendent. - 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, 
and public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
do not come within range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit 

will be given for its donations ba those to whom ae of 
books are confided for distribution... ; — 


BIBLE SOCIETY ‘RECORD, ages 

The price of the Bible. Society Record to subscribers, 

for 1885, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the _ 

United States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the 

Society. ‘Twelve copies will be sent to one address for 
three dollars, in advance. Any life director or. fer 


ber of this Society may receive one ¢ pat 


dot the reguaid Jos. dt ts Fok eoee alas au “On the same i: 


condition a copy will be sent, to pastors of churches con- 
tributing directly to the funds of Rea ners Oe 

Three copies will be sent, ash _ to the ¢ 
of each koeepae from which r S are 1 


pevonteed i he 


entitled to the F 
‘requested to ¢ 


